Resources for Ecovillages
Outline of Introduction

· Permaculture

· Diversity of Tropical Nature

· Articulation of Ecovillage Diversity

· My favorite phrase

Ecovillage Definition and History from Wiki
Ecovillages are intentional communities with the goal of becoming more socially, economically and ecologically sustainable. Some aim for a populationn of 50–150 individuals. Larger ecovillages of up to 2,000 individuals exist as networks of smaller subcommunities to create an ecovillage model that allows for social networks within a broader foundation of support. Certain ecovillages have grown by the nearby addition of others, not necessarily members, settling on the periphery of the ecovillage and effectively participating in the ecovillage community.

Ecovillage members are united by shared ecological, social-economic and cultural-spiritual values.[1] An ecovillage is often composed of people who have chosen an alternative to centralized electrical, water, and sewage systems. Many see the breakdown of traditional forms of community, wasteful consumerist lifestyles, the destruction of natural habitat, urban sprawl,factory farming, and over-reliance on fossil fuels, as trends that must be changed to avert ecological disaster

In 1991, Robert Gilman set out a definition of an ecovillage that was to become a standard. Gilman defined an ecovillage as a:

"human-scale full-featured settlement in which human activities are harmlessly integrated into the natural world in a way that is supportive of healthy human development, and can be successfully continued into the indefinite future." [3]
Later, Gilman has stated that he would also add the criterion that an ecovillage must have multiple centres of initiative.[4]
History
The modern-day desire for community was most notably characterized by the communal movement of the 1960s and 1970s, which became more focused and organized in thecohousing and ecovillage movements of the mid-1980s. Then, in 1991, Robert Gilman and Diane Gilman co-authored a seminal study called "Ecovillages and Sustainable Communities" for Gaia Trust. Today, there are ecovillages in over 70 countries on six continents.[5]
The ecovillage movement began to coalesce at the annual autumn conference of Findhorn, in Scotland, in 1995. The conference was called: “Ecovillages and Sustainable Communities”, and conference organizers turned away hundreds of applicants. According to Ross Jackson, "somehow they had struck a chord that resonated far and wide. The word 'ecovillage', which was barely four years old at the time, thus became part of the language of the Cultural Creatives."[6] After that conference, many intentional communities, including Findhorn, began calling themselves “ecovillages”, giving birth to a new movement. The Global Ecovillage Network, formed by a group of about 25 people, from various countries, who had attended the Findhorn conference, crystallized the event by linking hundreds of small projects from around the world, who had with similar goals but had formerly operated without knowledge of each other. Gaia Trust, Denmark, agreed to fund the network for its first five years.[6]
Resources from the Global Ecovillage network

Resources about Cooperatives


Mondragon on Solidarity

The Coop Village Foundation

http://www.co-opvillagefoundation.org/
    (functions and organizations


Land Holding and Administration  (Community Land Trust)


Residential Participation and Administration (Condo-Hotel)

Empowering Workers (Cooperative)


Finance/micro-loans/local currencies (Credit Union)


Social and Personal Transformation (School)

http://coopvil.ipower.com/pdf/co-op_book.pdf 

Since the term was coined by Findhorn in a workshop offering 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecovillage
List of All Gaia Foundation Documents

http://www.gaiaeducation.org/docs/ 

Sustainability Checklist in English
http://gen.ecovillage.org/activities/csa/English/index.php
Sustainability Checklist in Spanish

http://gen.ecovillage.org/activities/csa/Espanol/index.html
Consensus and Sociocracy

Conflict and Consensus 

http://www.learningmethods.com/pdf/on%20conflict%20and%20consensus.pdf
Sociocracy Link
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